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SUBJECT : " SPHINX PROJECT t INTERVIEW WITH FRAU FEODffil^CFTlU j . 


K This is the sixth of a series of reports dealing with' 
the project wherein source will attempt a comprehensive survey of 
all dissident Slav elements in Berlin. Previous reports include ■' 
BSC/Ops/003 dated 2 December*, Report .No. 626/MGB-911 dated 3 
c.t; .. . December Report No. 633? MGB-919 dated 17 December, Report No. 

• : k ;^^634i KGB-920, dated 17 December, and Report No. 635, MGB-1 262 

. - f '/.-j:;' ^ da ted- 17 Deceit -yi,. 

- On 29 Nov emb er 1946 *-; source vis ited Frau ) > ■. > 

’ ;fle6rgs.trasse-:.5V V/iljrefsdorfV" Frau EECHNER is '■;the\TmO;tKer-^rlawr 
• . of tf . DF.SPOTUL I , the editor of *Neqa Wort 1 ’ , a Russian language 
. \y ^newspaper formerly published in Berlin* ; < Her daughter, Elfrida . 
r Ke ch ner : , DF SP OTOLI was a scientist interested .In; physical research. 

:r.3 frail /FECHNER told source that iier daughter was arrested 
^ ; ; -on'-" if. May: 194*5 by the Russians. . At the time of. the arrest .she had 

[■ already worked for two years -'as an assistant to a famous German 

• /. \ professor in the field of Vcpsmic rays.: ' Th9 ;5KVD came with a truck 

N to the residence on ^orgstrasse and carted away all books;, docu- 
f men t s' 5 , and household Valuables . She. has not been heard of since , 

. and '^written appeals ! by y the mother to the 7 whereaboutsof'herdaughter 
■ f - directed :;;to:-'iTa^ahal fikaye remained unanswered. 

,• '/ * . 4. W. DESPOTULI- was arrested by the Russians ih Spandau 

...sometime In; May oi.94S,«;/;:Otte._vTot8; a post card from. Mos cow in December 
*1945 wherein he stated “tha't he had- been release 
.NOTE: Frau FECHNERo interprets this as a release. y’from prison. In 

, the last letter dated; 18 February 1946/ he endeavored^ to tell his 
'• ; wife^ to start her life anew and to forget him because he 'would 

never . return. He said he was employed as a bookkeeper and that it 
•was. extremely cold where he lived'. He wrote his return addresses 
Ivirowskaja Oblast.. Kaj ski j Rayon, Post Office Vfolosnitza 23 1/5* 

A.-Vf ‘Source;. stated that he read the letters. • « ‘ \ 

,5* Source had great hopes in finding DESPOTULI and his wife 
’•••' • '.•'in--B.erlin« ••vApo'Ql^SSfcg :*.to source j DESPOTULI was. -a veritable encyclo- 
. “paedia on Russ iari emigre affairs in Berlin. Although 'there is 
nothing remarkable about .biis arrest by the Russians, the facts 
«■■■• related above indicate (a) that source made a serious and con-'? 

••• ;scientious ’effort to Contact him, and .(b) 4-n the’ event that 

p:. : pESpOTDLI and/or wife return from Russ la— admittedly a long shot-^' 

• 5 -\vf ’■ he. or she or both would prove interesting to this organization. 
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